64                          Introducing Shakespeare

Professor Spurgeon's method is to card-index, analyse
and tabulate all Shakespeare's images, and, as part of the
process, to analyse the imagery used by other Elizabethan
dramatists. The result is to confirm certain impressions:
that Shakespeare has far more images drawn from sport
than other dramatists, that Marlowe's imagery is pre-
dominantly drawn from the classics, and so forth. It is a
fascinating pastime, and one of the few forms of literary
research that can be carried out at home. One requires
only a volume of Shakespeare's plays and a number of
cards for the card-index.

The values and limitations of this kind of study lie in its
being mechanical; an absolutely mechanical scientific
collection of statistics of this kind reveals much of the
processes of the human mind which would escape notice
altogether in ordinary reading. It cannot be carried too
far, for a poetic image is not a simple or mechanical ex-
pression, but, especially in Shakespeare's later period, a
fusion of all kinds of sparkling Ideas. It Is often quite
impossible to separate the particular Images in a clot of
imagery such as:

Come thick Night,

And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of Hell,
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes,
Nor Heaven peep through the blanket of the dark
To cry, hold, hold.

In this passage neither hoife nor blanket can suitably be

classified under fImages drawn from domestic articles/

Nevertheless, within reason, a study of imagery will